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The chief wurnose of this »mublication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying versonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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AFTERMATH OF THE NATIONAL BALLOON RACE 
By Lieutenant L.A. Lawson, Air Corps 


It is Dy now a generally well known and popularly accepted fact that I did 
not win the National Balloon Race of May 4th - or even come near to winning - 
which truth, one might suppose, would be allowed to slide quietly into oblivion. 
But this being the day of taboo for the inferiority comolex, we losers can't 
slip away to hide until the noise is over. Instead, we were yanked back into 
the limelight to publish for the glee of the world at large just why we didn't 
win. Really one might just as well win and face it in the first-place. 

It is rather a sad story. The rain fell dismally in the Pittsburgh Stadium, 
the bowl of which apveared to hold a herd of giant mshrooms. Being westerners, 
"Fogey" (Lieut. Edgar NM. Yogelsanger, A.C., assistant pilot) and I fclt we would 
be quick on the draw for starting position, but all the contestants had us covered 
and we had to take what was left; in the vernacular "snake eyes" or second to 
start. 

The official starters had decided that each balloon mst "take off" two bags 
light in order to insure their clearing the enclosing walls of the stadium. The 
natural supposition was that they referred to two standard size sand bags, but 
they mst have meant cement sacks for the balloon rose so rapidly that had Al 
Smith been aboard, one browa derby would have been crushed dow over his ears fror 
the downward rush of air. ‘The rain found its way under the perfect water shed 


- above us and gushed into the basket. This was pleasant about six hours later 


when the thermometer fell to thirty or so. | 

_ An hour and a half after the start we came down to an altitude of a thousand 
feet, clear of the clouds and passed south of Indiana, Pa. Our course had been 
E.N.E. and the wind velocity above had apparently reached forty miles per hour. 
We allowed the balloon to ascend to 4,009 feet, then came into a valley which 
changed our course to N.N.E. At ten p.m, we went into the clouds again and re- 
leased our drag rope. For the next two hours we only occasionally caught 
Glimpses of the earth and resorted to the use of radio for determining our 
position. 

The set was the R F I receiver designed to operate on a frequeucy of from 
260 to 360 kilocycles for radio beacon signals. We intended using it primarily 
for direction finding and secondarily to receive weather reports, broadcast hour- 
ly by the Department of Commerce stations along the air mail route from Hadley 
Field, New York, to Cleveland. Three stations, Hodkoy Field, Bellefonte, Pa., 
and Cleveland were scheduled to broadcast on the hour; Cleveland at 344 kc., 
Hadley Field at 315 ke., and Bellefonte at 421 ke. Unfortunately, only one sta- 
tion, Bellefonte, was picked up and the azimth covered such a wide angle that 
the readings had to be disenrded. — 

The failure of the radio set was a keen disappointment. It was probably due 
to the fact that the equipment had become water-soaked, and that the loon antenna 
which was suspended over the sido of the basket had become bent out of shape when 
the drag rope twisted around it earlier in the evening, as we dragged through 
trees in the mounteins. The antenna had avoarently become so warped that it was 
impossible to tune the loop circuit into resonance with the loop condenser. This 
together with the closeness to Bellofonte may explain the failure of our set to 
function as we had planned, 

Soon after midnight we were becalmed and contimed to remain so for the next 
hour and a half. Then the clouds enveloped us and we moved ina N.E. direction, 
feeling our way over the movntains with the ‘drag rope. At about three a.m., we 


. , Tossed the Susquehanna River, From our blind Observation platform, the swollen 


river rushing down the hillside and splashing against its irregular banks gave 

the impression of breakers. The impression was so vivid that we could almost de- 

tect the salt odor. Since ours was to be a saga of the heights and we had no 
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ambition to feature in a "Cradle of the Deen," this gave us a bit of solicitude. 
All.was quiet. again until near daybreak, when a dog barked and a rooster crowed 
in respozse. 

At about six a.m., ve came down out of the clouds to find we were sailing 
Over mountains ina aortl-easterly direction. We dragged along in the valleys, 
hoping to find some early risers who could give us our position, but the country 
was scemingly uninhabited and after two hours we sought the higher altitudes for 
more favorable winds. We encountered an occasional light rain. At times the 
balloon sailed between layers of clouds, at other times we could see enough 
ground through the clouds to check our course. 

After noon the balloon slowly wose in-the clouds’ until the effect of the 
warming sun penetrated. The pie arr dried out, tending to push the balloon up 
. until at three p.m., we had reached eight thousand feet and unexpectedly saw 
clear sky for the first time. -Knowing that in the bright sun the balloon vould 
gain "superheat," and with.a further drying out rise to perhaps twelve to four- 
teen thousand feet, we.valved gas. «at this altitude we could expect west to 
northvesterly winds and: we were ‘no more anxious to sprir it for the coast than ve 
,had been earlier in the day. a 

We had maneuvered contiimously from the start in hope of getting far enough 
north to permit of taking altitude with a wide expanse of land east, and then 
continuing the flight until the ballast was exhausted or the shore line appeared. 
We had half our ballast left and some "disposable equipment" ond felt we could 
easily remain in the air that night and part of the next day. But we had no 
idea of our whereabouts. Therefore, as we valved and again started down through 
the clouds we arrangec our ballast and cut the bags open in preparation for a 
rather rapid descent. We did not have to wait long, for the balloon cooled , 
rapidly, picked up moisture and descended at a terrific speed. 

The descent was checked as the: drag. rope touched the ground in a rather 
narrow valley. ‘Just .to the right was a wide cultivated valley which, having a, 
clear sky, looked partimlarly inviting. "Our" valley was darkened by a passing 
storm, closely. followed by. winds. '.The. winds drove up against the side of the 
mountain.in our effort .to push over into the inviting valloy, and we expended 
ballast by the bagful to prevent striking. Another gust drove us higher against 
_the side of the mountain, now hidden in fog, and’ we struck in the trees which, 
fortunately, did not puncture the bag. Our ballast about exhausted, we dropned 
some "disposable equipment." We had ascended about 200 feet above the barrier 
to our objective, when suddenly an air current caught the balloon and sent it 
dorn through the.fog and:into the trees. Kis ‘time the bag was punctured and ii 
Was priiacenencil Se "rip" to »revent further damage. Our flight ended on top of 

the Catskill Mountains, 2800 feet hich, 24 miles northwest of Roxbury, New York. 
_ Captain William J. Flood, on duty in the Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, who with Lieut. Uszal G. Ent constituted another Army Air Corps entry in 
the National Bliminatioa Balloon Race, had' no words of praise for the weather m: 
in discussing his experiences: during the race. He said he was told unofficially 
that, profiting by last year's experience, when the National Elimination Balloon 
Race was held at Pittsburgh on May 3lst, the Pittsburgh Committee this year 
selécted May 4th as the starting date because a careful study ¢ weather maps for 
the past twenty years disclosed the fact that: theré vere only three bgéasions © 
where the weather vas bad on that particular day. This year, however, it, was 
Necessary to register another blaék marl: azainst #hat date. ined: 
= Captain Flood stated that, om the invitation of the Race Committee, all e 
* sonnel participating in this year's race vere on hand at Pittsburgh on May 1st. 
in, order to enable them to get the cquipment ‘ready, -draw places for the take- 
offs, eat free food and tell some of the: public all about ballooning. The Gods 
willed rain, and an almost contimal overcast: situation or revailed curing the 
entire week, starting the first of the month. ‘The Army teams in drawing position 
for the take-off drer second, third and fourth places and, sad ‘to relate,. appa- 
rently finished.fourth, fifth and sixth. | 

“tye day of the. Race, Saturday, May:4th, was overcast, with intermittent 
‘showers, " Captain Flood stated. "At.the time Lieut. Ent and I took off - 6315 
pm, it was raining hard,. contiming all through -the right. “Heavy clouds ob- 
scured the ground completely. . Somewhere over Pennsylvania, at about 4:15 a.m. 
Sunday morning, we heard an airplane coming,: and siahneglive seis Peed flashlights 
the pilot in passing us flashed his. landing lights’ as a signal that he sav us. 
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When Sunday morning testa we ‘found ourselves over Williamsport, Pa. The 
rain had subsided but the fog and clouds remained. We went to xi. 000 feet when 
we encountered snow. we to the peculiarities of the weather, we were up aad 
down all day. We entered New York ‘at Sullivan County, when we hit the side of a 
mountain. It was such a hard crack that the side of our basket was broken, Oar 
low flying over the Catskills contimed until 5:35 p.m. Sunday evening, when we 
effected a landing at Verooney Kill tind Ulster County, New York, estimated 
distance 320 miles. 

Our equipment was packed and, with the aid of a Ford, wo Seadhea ‘asianiaaiin, 
New York, where we embarked for the big'‘city. Tims ended. our attempt ‘to nlace 
in the National Elimination of 1929." ; 

The U. S. Navy won first place in this year's National Elimination Balloon 
Race. According to the News Letter, published by the Bureau of Aeronautics, U.S. 
Navy, "Lieut. 1.G.W. Settle, piloting the Navy's entry No. 1 in the National 
Flimination Balloon Race, with his aide, Ensign Wilfred Bushnell, is believed to 
have set a new world's record for distance and time in free balloons of the size 
and type used (35,000 ou. ft. hydrogen). Forty-four hours after taking off from 
Pittsburgh, Entry No. 1 landed near Charlottctown, Prince Edward Island,’ after a 
flight of some 950 miles. The former record for cistance for the type of craft 
used in this race is 572 miles, set by S.A.U. Rasmussen in 1927. The former time 
record was about 26 hours. sie 

The twelve, balloons entered in this race toox off from the University of 
Pittsburgh stadium, Pittsburgh, in the late afternoon of 4 May, 1929. There were 
seven civilian entries, including such renowned balloonists as Captain Honeywell, 
Van Orman of Goodyear, and Hill of: Detroit; also three Army balloons and two 
Navy. Navy No. 2 was piloted by Lieut. J. ©. Richardson, U.S.N., with Lieut. 
(jg) M. R. Bradley, U.S.N., as aide. In this report of his flight, Lieut. 
Settle says that he kept generally to low altitudes during the first night, ex- 
periencing intermittent rains with poor visibility. The Navy high frequency 
weather maps and uvper air soundings were copied. During the night Settle com 
manicated with the other Navy balloon by blinker and exchanged information for 
the minutes. Daylight, 5 May, found Navy No. 1 over Tioga County, Pa.; at mid- 
day, the weather cleared and altitudes between €,000 and 11,000 were kept during 
the afternoon. Tho night of 5-6 May was flown at about 6,000 feet altitude, . 
and good speed was mode fe aces onatnaratay across New Hampshire, Maine, and 
into New Brunswick. The .Jew Brunswick coast line was reached at 1015, 6 May, 
and Northumberland Straits were 'jumped! at ‘hi gh altitude, the maximum being 
16,000 feet. Landing was made in a farmer's back yard on Prince Edward Island 
at 1305, mich to the surprise and bewilderment of the farmer's family, who did 
not risk coming out of the house for some time after the balloon was deflated." 

Army Balloon No. 2, which was piloted by Captain E. W. Eill, accompanied by 
Lieut. Robert Heald as Aide, both of Chaimte Field, Rantoul, I11., landed in che 
Catskill Mountains, some 31 miles from the reilroad. The balloon found a resting 
place on a mountain side in timber, about 4 miles from any trail, and a'road had 
to be cleared through the timber to recover it. The landing was made on State 
lands adjoining the estate of Julius Forstmann of New York City, and his Superin- 
tendent, Mr. Harry Cole, rendered every service possible and contributed the 

“services of additional men, for which he made no charge. 

Lieut. Haynie McCormick, Air Corps, of Scott Field, Ill., served as Opera- 
tions Officer for the Army teams. 

Captain Flood and Lieut. Lawson piloted 35,000 cubic foot spherical balloo.s 
which embodied a unique feature in, the method of suspending the basket. Instead 
of the conventional large network of rope extending over the entire balloon, the 
patch system was substituted. Twenty.patches together with a circumferential re- 
inforeing band are attached to the envelope about two feet below its ceater an 
"equator," a the balloonists ‘say. Each of ‘these patches, it is said, will” 

Stand a stress of 500 pounds. From each patch extends a single rope to the ae! 
basket. The advantage of this scheme is the elimination of a considerable amount 
of dead weight and the accumlation of other weight due to atmospheric condi- 
tions. The ordinary rope network ofttimes absorbétimany pounds of dew, rainwater 
or snow and has a tendency to weigh the balloon down. The complete weight of the 
balloon with its pilot and equipment is 2450 pounds. 
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The balloon is made up of a conventional two-ply fabric, as used by the 
fir Corps. It has a diameter of 404. foot and is equivped with one. 15-inch valve. 
A light, strong wickor basket, about five fect square and four feet deep, serves 
as- the home of the pilots during thoir air journey to a soint as far removed fror 
their starting point as they are able to go. Although this basket anpears to be 
rather small quarters, a close inspection reveals it furnished with many inter- 
esting items of equinment. The yalls of the baskot are lined .with Kanok in order 
to-assist in keeping it afloat should it descend wpon the ocean, The instruments 
consist of a statoscope, rate-of-clim> indicator, scaled barograph, an altimeter 
and a sextant. Other.miscellancous items of equipment include the inevitable 
‘sandviches we. have heard so much about of late years, a gallon bag of water, a 
good Imife, two inflatable pontoons, a dozen pilot balloons, two parachutes, and 
a radio recciving apparatus. 

Men going up in balloons are forced to deny themselves of the luxury of 
smoking materials, for in a hydrogen-filled balloon it is generally considered 
‘inadvisable to smoke. His 

“The object of the race, of curse, is to cover the greatest distance pos- 
sible. The balloons are started on as nearly an equal basis as possible and 
weighted with ballast until they are slightly "light." The ascension,is general- 
ly made very slowly, using the maxima amount of ballast and throwing out ballast 
by the spoonful only as required to gain or maintain altitude. 

As everyone knows, the velocity of the wind differs greatly at different al- 
titudes. The cleverness of the pilot as well as the element of lucl: is therefore 
a great factor in a’balloon race. By throwing away a certain amount of precious 
ballast a pilot may rise to a higher altitude and find a stronger air current. 
The wind may shift and-blow him back over his same ground which, from the stand- 
point of the candidate cormmeting for the nrize, would be most unfortunate. 

Tovards the end.of these balloon flichts, pilots, after releasing the last 
of their ballast, throw out various items of equipment - perhaps sone of their 
clothing, oxygen bottles, or even the radio set. Sometimes, as a last resort, 
the naracmtes are discarded in order to permit their balloon to hang in the air 
a few mimutes longer and, as a result, one then.a few miles further from their 
starting point. 

The piloting of balloons in these races is abt only a thrilling aaet for 
red-Dlooded men, but it is considered such valuable training that. the Army and 
Navy are always represented. These free balloon flights enable the personnel 
sclected to. gain tmch valuatle experience in piloting and navigating, experience 
which will prove of great value should the dirigible be furtner developed as a 
common. carrier,: .The National Elimination Balloon Race is one of the great 
sporting events of the year; and its vrogregs is followed with mech interest by 
people ove the'entire country. 

bee ~--000--- 


AIR CORPS PLANES PERFORM MISSIOW OF MERCY 


A.saving'of four hours in the delivery of much necded medical sumlies is 
no small factor in a situation requiring an immediate operation on & paticnt. 
Not long ago Lieut. Bob Nowland, Air Corps, Operations Officer at Camp Wichols, 
P.I., received‘a telephone call at 12:00 noon from the Sternverg General 
Hosital at Manila, reqmesting the use of a plane to ferry certain medical sup- 
plies to Baguio. Mrs. Herron, wife of Colonel Herron, Chicf of Staff of the 
Philippine Department, was dangerously illi..and on immediate operation was ne- 
cessary. The distance from Menila to Baguio. by air is 135 miles and by road 

180 miles, meh of hich. is through one way traffic which is controlled by 
‘gates. é 

In mediately - upon receipt of the “request, two O2-H planes were rolled out 
and warmed up. Thirty-five: mimtes.later the package containine the medical 
Supplies was delivered. to Lieut. Nowland at the linc. This package was well 
padded with excelsior and well wranned to practically eliminate any danger of 
breakage 

ines orders proh nidit any. s ingle plane cross- country flights in the 
Philippine Department, Lieut. ‘Bayard Johnson piloted the escort plane. Also, 
because of the imperativenoss of promtness in delivery, it was deemed more ad- 
visable to drop the package rather than attempt a landing some distance from 
the’ reservation. At 2:05. B- m. the package was sia igs in front of the dormi- 
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tory at Bagao. 

Due to the cooperation of the Air Corss in this mission of mercy, at least 
four hours were saved in the delivery of the medicines. This flight and its mis- 
sion again shows the advisability of a landing ficld at all milita Ary reserva- 
tions wherever they may be located. 

---c00--- 


ROCKYELL FIELD PILOTS FLY TO THE MANEUVERS 


Twenty-one Army airolanes-took off from Rockwell Field soon after sunrise 

on May 1Oth, enroute to Norton and Wright Ficlds, Ohio, for the surnose of parti- 
cipating in the Air Corps Maneuvers and Exercises. The flight consisted of 15 
P-12's and PW-9D's, 3 LE-7 Bombers and 3 Trans»xorts, A-total of 27 officers and 
28 enlisted men made the trip from Rocimell Field, the personnel and airplanes 
being from the 95th Pursuit Squadron, llth Bombardment Squadron and Headquarters 

th Bombardment Group. The names of the officers from Rockwell Field participat- 
ing in this demonstration are; 


Major Carl Spatz, in command of Flight and Licut. I. A. Woodring 
Captain H. M. Elmendorf end Lieut. J. G. Hopkins 
Cantain Haw. C. Black 2nd Lieut. F. W. Ott 

lst ‘Lieut. Odas Moon end Lieut. BE. L. Meadow 
1st Lieut. W.A. Maxwoll (March Ficld) 2nd Lieut. N. H. ‘Ives 
end Lievt. J. S. Stowell end Lieut. J. E. Mallory 
end Lieut. K. J. Gregg end Lieut. R. V. Williams 
end Licut. L. Q. Wasser end Lieut. S. K. Robinson 
end Lieut. H. C. Lichtenberger end Lieut. R. W. Stewart 
end Lieut. W. C. Kingsbury end Lieut. A. F. Solter 
end Lieut. J. H. Bundy end Lieut. D. D. Graves 
end Lieut. J. P. Kenny end Lieut. A. J. Mickle 
end Licut. L. R. Parker end Lieut. J. A. Ronin 
end Lieut. R 


- D. Stith ---000--- 


KELLY FIELD PILOT FLIES AROUND TEXAS _ 


Flying 2,087 miles on May 22nd from San Antorio to El Paso, to Fort Sill, tc 
Galveston, to Brownsville, to Laredo and back to San Antonio, in 15 hours and 55 
mimtes, Licut. Y. H. Taylor, instructor at the Advanced Flying School at Kelly 
Field, Texas, is believed to have established a new record for a day's flight in 
a fully equipped Army sérvice type plane. -Licut. Taylor left Kelly Field at 
4:00 a.m, and returned at 8:30 p.m. His log for the trip was as follows: 

San Antonio to El Paso; 520 miles, in @ hours and 40 mimtes. 

El Paso to Fort Sill, 510 miles, in 4 hours and 10 mimutes; 

Fort Sill to Galveston, 425 milos, in 3 hours and SO minutes; 

Galveston to Brownsville, 310-miles, in 2 hours and 40 nimtes ; 

Brownsville to Laredo, 180 miles, in 1 hour and 20 minutes; and 

Larcdo to San Antonio, 142 miles, in 1 hour ond 15 mimtes. 

Ten-mimte stops wore made at cach point for refucling, except at Brownsvi' 
where Lieut. Taylor remained five mimutes. 

While flying from El] Paso to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Lieut. Taylor passed 

~ throush considerable rain and clouds. On the rest of the long trip the weather 
conditions were favorable. 

The flight was made in a standard P-1B Curtiss Pursuit plane, powered with ¢ 
D-12 motor. No special preparations or alterations were made for the trip. ‘Th: 
plane was used for instruction purposes the day prior to the flight and was cn 
the. line ready for service the day following the flight. Lieut. Taylor reported 
on his return that the motor was functioning as well as when he started. The 

equipment included machine guns, auxiliary gas tank, parachute flares, and’ 
night lights. s 
=--000--— 


NAVIGATION SCHOOL TO REOPEN 


The second class of the Savkcabbnw: School, inaugureted by the Air Corps 
under the direction of Captain Clyde V.'Finter, Lieut. Albert F. Hegenberger and 
ahd aT Jones, will convene at Vrizht: Field, Teyton, Ohio, on July 1st. This 

ae . V-5897, A.C 








course covers a four rmonths' period and includes instruction in all types of 
. astronomical, dead reckoning and radio: navigation. ‘The six pilots who will 
answer roll call for this sccond class are lst Lieuts. Uzal G. Ent, Westside 7, 
-Larson, Harry 1. Halverson, Lloyd -C. Blackburn, Edgar T. Selzer and Odas Moon, 
---000--- 


LARGS CLASS GRADUATING AT KELLY FIELD 

The graduating oe at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, consists of six 
officers, 96 Flying Cadets and one noncormissioned officer. Sixty-five of the 
Students have made aplication for cormission in the Regular Army. Of these, 33 
are college graduates and will not be required to take a mental examination. Of 

.the remaining 32 annlicants, 27 have college credits of two years or more and, 
- therefore, will be required to take a mental examination in only one sudject. 

Recent instructions of the War Department permit flying cadets to take an 
examination for entrance into the Regular Army while they are still on Flying 
Cadet status, provided the examination takes place within thirty days of gradua- 
tion. Their apnointment is contingent upon the successful cormletion of the 
course at the Advanced Flying School. 

The present class will graduate on June 22nd. Examinations for the Regular 
Army will be held at Kelly Field on June 24th. Dates have been set also for the 
examination.of the’ classes graduating in October, 1929, and in February, 1930, 
These exariinations for the Regular Army are scheduled to take place while the 
cadets arc still at Kelly Field and within a few days of graduation. It is 
believed that the examinations scheduled in this manner vill result in a mch 
larger murber of cadets taking the examination, particularly since college 
graduates who are also graduates of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School are 
exempt from the entire mental examination. 

Soventy-two flying cadets of the present class have requested active duty 
for one year with tactical units of the Air Corps. 

---000--- 


MAJOR PIRIE RESCUED FROM AN ISOLATED ISLAND 
By the News Letter Corresnondent 


There are no doubt many pilots rho have been rescucd by a launch, but Major 
John Pirie, Air Corps, enjoys the distincticn of being one of very few pilots 
who have been rescucd froma launch by an asrplane. Taking advantage of his al- 
lowed detached service, Major Pirie decided to take a look at the far north of 
the Philippines. The plans called for auto to Aparri and from there on a tour 
of the Bataan Group by launch. 

All wes 0.K, uniil ths return trip to Aparri wes started. At this time 
Father Neptune decided to show Mejor Pirie and the other passengers on the 
launch just what was meant by "The Imre of the Sea." A wind was caused to 
arise and with it rose the swells in the channel. The natural flow of the cur- 
rent on the north shore above Iuzon is about five miles per hour. The launch 
that carried the party made slishtly more than that speed. 

On a Thursday a message was:received from Aparri stating that the party was 
six hours late in returning and requesting that planes stand by. At 9:00 a.m, 

.Friday, another.message was received stating that ships were needed. At 9:45 
two armhibians, piloted by Licut. H. Wells, A.C., and Sergeant Lee, left for 
Aparri. Due to reports of bad weather to the north, the planes followed the 
coast line after hitting the Lingayen Gulf. After about 340 miles of flying a 
landing was made at. Aparri at 1:35, and as much information as to the possible 
whereabouts of the party was secured from civilians at that tow. 

At 3:50 p.m., after gassing the planes, both took off on the search. The 
first point of search was to be.the Island of Calayan, located about. 70 miles 
north of 4parri. Upon apnroaching the island the launch was soen to be anchored 
off the lee sore, and one plane’ landed. Major Pirie was not on the launch, but 
presently alo; the shore was to be scen a duplicate of the famous rides of Paul 
Revere, John Gilpin and Ichabod Crane. It was evident that Major Pirie had had 
his fill of playing stranded mariner. 

| wong the high lights ‘of the tri» was one incident. In an attempt to cross 
the channel and return, it ‘took ‘three hours to return. from one hour out. ' This 

‘was due tothe current and high swells. There was no acute food shortage, but 
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the lunches prepared beforehand had been consumed and the party vas getting 
ready to subsist on native fare, which exnlains Major Pirie's: speed along the 
shore. Major Pirie was taken away and a landing was made at Aparri at 5:30 p.m 
Tho return to Camm Nichols was made on Saturday.. In conclusion, don't wonder 
about. the rest of the varty. Taoy!11 get dack 0. K, when the swells die out. 

ee oa ---000--- © 


BOMBERS PARTICIPATE IN EXERCISES. WITH ANTI AIRCRAFT BATTERIZS 


During the week Anril 29 - May 4, an exercise was held at Byrd Airport, 
Richmond, Va., in connection with the anti-aircraft batteries from Fort Story, Va. 
and Fort Monroe, which were in camp at this station. An "alert" net was run by 
the artillerymen utilizing the local long distance telephone system for communi- 
cation lines and "alert" posts were scattered throughout the neck of land between 
the James and York Rivers, i 

Simulated bombing raids wero made daily against Langley Field by single ship 
attacks, and by flights with pursuit protection. <A number of the attacks "got 
through" without being intercepted by the Langley "hostile" mursuit. 

ayoroximately one hundred officers and mon participated in the exercises ,and 
they were quartered in tents set up on Byrd Field. The heavy rain of the first 
day played havoc with many of the new pairs of shiny boots and "pinks" donned by 
aspiring young gallants of the Second Bombardment Group to attract the dermre 
eyes of the capital's belles. Like the "Points" team on a rainy day - the Army 
had mech more real worl done after everyone was pesincainsearind messed up. 

Captain Charles BE. lust, early tired of wading through the md and having 
installed a plank floor in his tent, sct up a bridge table and kent open house 
throughout the encampment. It is reported that he had tears in his eyes vhen 
moving time came. . 

Captain Charles 2.. Glenn, Medical Corps, came in for several hard nights as 
the boys continually poured salt in his cot. The final "coup" came when they 
partially sawod the legs of his cot so that he "faw down and go boom". It is ex- 
ceedingly doubtful if there will be many 18-point "Schneiders" in the near 
future! mia 

Three "Pursuiters" joined the Group. for the exercises, coming dom for the 
occasion from Selfridge Field, Michigan. They showed Richmond their stuff, and 
then one of the mail nilots (ex-Army) took off and tried to show them. It->was 
even money. 

It was interesting to see the great mmvers of neople who came dorm to the 
field at 2:00 a.m. nightly, merely to see the mail shins come and GO - and the 
field six miles from the heart of the tow. 

Well, we 2 got there and we got back, with a shade of tan to show for ‘t. 

---000--- 


SECRETARY DAVE SOU, INSPECTS ROCKWELL FIELD 


The Hon. F. Trubee pebbeneis Assistant Secretary of War for Aviation, arrived 
at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., on Moy 12th in a Fokker airplane. piloted by 
Lieut. Lester J. Maitland. Accor:manying Secretary Davison were Colonel D. L. 
Stone of the General Staff, and Major Delos C. Emmons, aide to Mr. Davison. 

The purpose of Mr. Davison's he was to inspect we new site one ered the 


army Air Devot. On the following nad ‘the viral made an eanoetion of the 
aockwell Air Depot and Rockwell Field, . - leaving by. airplane in the afternoon for 
March Field. 
During his visit at - Rockwell Field, Mr. Seviecn and Major Immons were enter- 
tained at a luncheon given at the Hotel Del Coronado by the officials of the 
San Diego and Cmla Vista Chamber of Commerce. 
---000--- 


Captain wa. cert W. Stevens, Air Corps, is receiving the sy-pathy. of the 
Materiel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, for a broken arm which he sustained on May 
eend. He was carrying a camera down the Stairs to the aerial »hotographic labo- 
ratory when his heel caught on a step and he pitched forward. The camera, held 
carefully in the crook of the arm, was, saved,. but the arn took the shock. -He will 
be available for all sorts of left-handed exhibitions for tne. next several weeks. 
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Paes viongus RECEIVES MANY VISITORS 


The lure of ‘the. vende is surely, doch: overtime these days, which is 
proven by the many distinguished visitors arriving in Panama by boat and air- 
plane. During the past month, U.S. Congressmen, Senators, Marine and Army 
Generals, foreign diplomats and Good Will- aviators have been coming every Gay. 
Among those mentioned were General Malone of the U.S. Army, General Lejeune of 
the U.S. Marines, Captains Francisco Iglesias and Ignacio Jiminez of the Royal 
Air Force of Spain;- and Colonel Rodriguez Diaz of the Guatemalan. Air Corps. 

The Spanish aviators arrived at France Field on April 30th, and immediate- 
ly after their arrival work-was started on.the overhaul of their plane "Tre 
Powerful Jesus," a French Breguet, powered with a 600 h.p. Hispano Suiza motor, 
The work was done by a sergeant mechanic of the Spanish Air Force and members 
of the Panama Air Depot. The work was completed and the plane tested on May 
Sth, the aviators leaving France Field for Guatemala City, Guatemala, on the 
following morning. 

Lieut .-Colonel Diaz arrived at France Field in a Ryan monoplane "The 
Central America" on a Good Will tour of Central and South Amorica. He is at 
this writing enjoying the good times being shown him by the populace of Panama 
end Colon. 

---000--- 
"CORPS AREA COMMANDER PLEASED WITH INSPECTION OF 
MITCHEL FIELD 


Major-General Ely, Commanding Generakt of the 2nd Corps Area, accomanied 
‘by members:cf his Staff, made his anmal tactical inspection of Mitchel Field, 
N.Y., on Moy. 8th. Immediately upon his arrival there was an inspection of 
planes and crews and tactical transnortation out on the line. The inspection 
completed, the Mitchel Ficld personnel were immediately plunged into a war in 
which the Ninth Observation Group, at that station, working with an imaginary 
corps, held. back an: enmalky ‘imaginary Red and Black force coming in from the 

east of Long Island. 

Reconnaissance chekigenints missions were ee, message centers establish- 
ed and panel statious -and:..dropping grounds maintained by members of the field. 
In the course, of:-the reconnaissance and liaison flights, messages were success- 
fully pivked up by, airnlanes from the ground, The Group operated in this tac- 
tical maneuver under the command of Captain F. M. Brady, with Captain Walter 
Bender as Group Operatiors Officer. The 5th Observation Squadron worked along 
the south haif of Long Island and the lst Squadron along the north half. 

In the afternoon the troops and barracks were inspected. Before leaving 
for Governors Island, the General expressed himself as well pleased with the 
appearance of the officers and men and with the handling of the tactical proh- 
lems assigned that mornirg. The immaculate condition of the two new brick 
barracks in which are hovsed the lst and 61st Squadrons, clicited his favor- 
able comment but in no vay detracted from his pleasure at the way in which the 
other organizations, housed-in-the old wooden barracks, had fixed up these 
temporary arpeotapes for. the. confort and recreation of their men. 

---000--- 


RADIO EXACON TOWER AT MITCHSL FIELD 


The radio beacon-tower-at Mitchel. Field, L.I., New York, has just been 
completed, as has most of. the building, and the generator has just been moved 
in under cover. If the beacon signals are on the wave-length band, those offi- 
cers on.the post owning radios will have the pleasure of trying to tune out the 
"N" signal of the beacon from the commercial concert programs, while the non- 
commissioned officers living on the other end of the post will have an equally 
interesting «xperience with the "A" signal. The operators of the radio sets 
in the Squad. 1 Barrack Day-roems, being right on the New York - Washington 
line, will Sahin the conter "7" signal to contend with. 

, ---000-~~ 


Mr. W. E. Huffman, on duty at the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, took the Flight Tutor to Pittsburgh for the purpose of demonstrating its 
capabilities during the National Elimination Balloon Race, 
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CURTISS FALCON MAKGS ROCORD TAIP FROM TULSA TO TASHINGTON 


What is said to be the fastest trin on pi aay between Tulsa, Olxlahom., and 
Bollin: Field, Anac* ‘Stia, D.C., was recently made by. Lieut. Louis HN. Merrick, 
Air Corns, flyin; an Amcy Curtiss Falcon, nowere:. with a Curtiss Co:cneror, 625 
hop. engine, with Colonel Patrick J. Hurley , Assistant Secretary of “ar, as »as- 
senger. The distance of 1100 miles between the to points was covered in.seven 
hours and 15 mimtes, with a single stop at Vricht Field, Dayton, Ohio, for fuel. 

Secretary Hurley and Lieut. Merrick were returning from a two weelss' aerial 
inspection tour of Army posts ir. the Test and Middle West. The Falcon in thich 
they were flying was one assigned to Bolling F Field for the personal use of the 
Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War for Aviation. 

---000--- 


CAPTAIN KEPNER ASSIGNED TO THE MATERIDL ‘DIVISION 
By A. M. Jacobs 


Captain William E. Kepner, Air Corps, a recent arrival at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, and new Chief of the Lighter-than-air Branch, has had an umsually 
interesting education in his chosen work, administered as it has becn almost as 
mach in war ine and Navy training centers as in those of the Army. 


At sixteen years of age he entered the Marine Corns as a private and remain- 
ed with it from 1909 to 191%. During this time he spent three years in the 
Philippine Islands, part of the time as snecial instructor. At the end of this 


service he received the good conduct medal, an avard worth while, since it car- 
ried with it a moathly pay boms in its trail. He spent three years at Lakehurst 
and holds a Naval certificate of training as a rigid-airship pilot. He served 
on the. LOS ANGSLES as assistant navigator for six months, during which tite sev- 
eral voyages to Bermda were made, and was among those traincd by the Gorman 
Zcppelin crew which delivered the LOS ANGLES to the United States. 

Captain Kepner came into the Army when he vent to the Mexican Border with 
the Indiana National Guard. He took an examination for a provisional commission 
in the Army in 1917. Daring the “ar he was with the Third Division, which saw 
such terrific action at news Thierry and has wesed such friendly wars of 
rivalry over honors with the Second Division evér since. He was wounded three 
times. in twenty-four hours, and svent the subsequent five months in a hospital. 
After the wor, he reained in Germany with the Army of Occupation until 1920. 

Winner of last year's National and International Balloon Races, the latter 
of which carries the award of the Gordon Bennett Tronhy, he automatically be- 
comes an entrant in this year's International Race, to be held in St. Louis 1a 
Septerber. Previous to his coming to Wright Field, he was stationed at Kelly 
Field on a four months! detail as a student of the Observation Course. Prior to 
that time, at Scott Field, Ill., Captain Kepner was in command of the 25-1 (semi- 
rigid dirigible) upon which he’ nezotiated voyages wnere .17 passengers, food for 
4 days, 1700 mounds of water, fuel for 74 hours, and freight were carried. In 
June he will go on leave to make sone all-metal airship test flights, but other 
than that the Matericl Division hopes to have the benefit of his services for a 
long »eriod. 

-~-000--- 


DEGREES TO BE CONFERRED UPOl GSVSRAL FICHET 


An acrial exhibition will be ‘staged over the er rounds of the Pennsylvania 
Military College, Chester, Pa., on June 19th, on wirich date the derree of Doctor 
of Aeronautical Science will be conferred by the college authoritics upon Major- 
General James E, Fechet, Chief of the Air Corps, and Admiral William .i. Moffett, 
Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department. 

Fifteen Army airplanes will »articipate in the exhibition, comprising three 
Pursuit type planes from Bolling Fiold, D.C.; six-Observation :lanes from an 
Observation Squadron at Mitchel Field, N.Y., and six Bombardment planes from the 
2nd Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va. Major Hugh J. Enerr, Air Corps, Com- 

-Manding Officer of the 2nd Bombardment Group, has been designated as Officer in 
Charge of the aviation program, and tne partiéinating pilots have been instruct- 
ed to lahd‘at Mustixn Field, Neval Aircraft Factory, Thiladelphia, Pa., not later 
than 11:00 a.m., on the avove’ mentioned date.’ The aerial exhibition will con- 
mence at 3:00 p.m., and last for about 45 minutes.. 
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WAR DsPARTMENT ORDERS AFFLICTING AIR. CORPS OFFICURS 





Changes of Station: Cantain Aubrey I. Eagle from Air Corns ee 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Langley Field, Va. 

Cantain Arthur E. Easterbrook, Kelly Field, ‘to the Philivvinés, sailing 
from Nerv York about December 6th. 

Captain Morris Berman fron Walter Reed General. ‘Hoszital, Tas hington, to 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

Captain Robin A. Day, Brooks Ficld, Texas, to Fort Leavenworth, Kanaas, for 
-duty with dir Corns Detachment. 

Following officers are relieved ‘fron assignment and duty indicated after 
name and will procced to Duncan Ficld, es Antonio, Texas, revorting not later 
than July 15, 1929, to Commanding General, Air Corps Training Center, for duty: 
Cantain Wa. C. Ocker, Crissy Field; lst Licut. Ivan L. Procter, Chanute Ficld; 
lst Licut. Louie C. Mallory, 2nd Lieuts. Frank G. Irvin, Russoll Keillor, Frank 
H. Robinson, Selfridge Field; 2nd Licut. Reuben a a Jr., Maxwell Field; end 
Licut. Charles B. Overacker, Jr., Mitchel Field; 2nd Liouts. Herbert E. Rice and 
Bernard C. gose, Marshall Ficld; 2nd Licut. Alfred H. Joh inson, Langley Field; 

2nd Licut. Honry E. Baxter, Rockwell Field. ; Paes : 
Captain Fredcric B. Wienors , San Antonio Air Devot, for duty with ee. 
geserves, 8th Corns Arca, in addition to his otaer dutios. 

Orders asSigning Cantain Lloyd L. Harvey to March Ficld amended.so as to 
assign him to Fort Crockett, Toxas. 

Captain Hubert V. Hopkins and 2nd Licut. George F. Schulgen, upon completios 
of course of instruction at Air Corps Ensinccring School, to Cambridge, Mass., 
for duty as students at Massachisotts Institute of Technology. 

Ist Licut. Robert &. Selff, Office Chief of Air Corps, to Rockwell. Field, 
Coronado, Calif. pis Beds 2. - 

lst Lieut. Edvard L. Ferusten, Fitzsimons General Hosnital, Denver, Colo., 
to renort to Presidont of Army Retiring. Board at that hosyital for oxarination. 

lst. Licut. Robert T. Zane, Office Chief of Air Corns, to Panama Canal Zone 
for duty with Air Corns and additional cuty vith thc Governor of the Canal Zone, 
sailing about June. 6, 1929. 

FPollowing-nared officers relioved from present aaa tconact and daty as stu- 
dents, Advanced Flying School, Kelly Fielc, Toxas, anc to proceed to stations 
indicated upon completion of presciit course of instructions. 

lst Lieut. David J. allinger to Dodd Field, Fort. San Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Frederick A. Bacher, Jr., to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

2nd Lieut. leas me an Harbold to Mitchel Field, Nev York. 

end Lieut. Guy B. Henderson to Maxwell Field, Alabama. 

‘end Lieut. Mari: K. levis, Jr., Field Artillery, to Mitchel Ficld, NW. Y. 

end Lieut. Sarmel W. Van Meter, Cavalry , to Marshal] Field, Kansas. . 

Orders directing 2nd Lieut. John A. Winefordner, Selfridge Field, to. pro- 
ceed t6 Chamite Field for duty as student in Cormmnications Course revoked. . 

2nd Lieut. nobert L. Schoenlein, Selfridge Ficld, to Chamite Field, Ill., 
not later than October ‘1st for duty as student, Communications Course. 

lst Lieut. Muir S.. Fairchild from Air Corps Sngineering School, Wright 
Field, to Santa Monica, Calif., as Air Corps Representative, Douglass Company. 

lst Lieut. James G. Taylor, Air Corps Engineering School, Wright Field, to 
Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 

lst Lieut. Edvard EH. ood, from auty as student Army Industrial College, 
Washington, D.C., to Chamte Field, Rantoul, I1l. 

' lst Lieut. Martims Stenseth, Selfridge Field, to Office Chief. of Air 
Corns, Washington, D.C. . 

Ist Lieut. Harold.A.. McGinnis from-Office Chief of Air Coros to Cambridge, 
‘Mass., for duty as student at Graduate School of Business Administration, 
Harvard University... .. 

lst Lieut..Randolph P. Willians, Scott Field, Ill., to duty as Ehupiin at 

fassacimsetts Institute of Technolory. Cambridge, Mass 

Folloving officers assigned for duty as students, wey Sade aad ‘Gotiess, 
Tas hin; ston, D.0., 1929-1930 course, reportin; August 20th: lst Licuts. Bennett 
a. Meyers, James B. Jordan, Janes, C. Cluck, John S. Gallet. 

. ,.. 8nd Lieut. Jordan FE. Haney, ‘Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to Air Corps. Training 
Center,. Duncan Field Fg not later than July 15th, f 
; lst Lieut. “ussell } M. Greenslade, Fairfield Air Depot, to Nev York City 
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ist Lieut. John Beveridge, Jr., fro: duty at New York City as District Pro- 
perty Survey Officer to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

Detailed to Air Corps,and to Brooks Field, Texas, July 1 for training 

end Lieut. dames ¥, Collins, Field Artillery; 2nd Lieut. James 5. Sane: 
Field Artillery; end Lieut. John F. Bird, Field Artillery. 

weserve Officers assigned to extended active duty: lst Lieut. Charles M. 








Gravatt to June 30, 1930, 
end Lieut. Derey Bartlo to Langley Field, Va., 


to June 27, 1930, 


end Lieut. James Parkes to Fort Crockett, Texas, to May 31, 193°, 


end Licut. James Dudley Pendleton, Pone Field, 


N.C., to May 31, 1939, 


end Lieut. George Henry Holmes to Fort Crockett, Texas, to May 31, 1930. 


end Lieut. Everett L. Edmondston to Dodd Field, 


to June 30, 1930. 


end Lieuts. Harry Watts Fowler and Alexander B. 


Texas, to May 31, 1930. 


Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 


Orr to Fort San Houston, 


Following officers, who will be discharged as Flying Cadets at Kelly Field, 
Texas, June 27, 1929, are ordered to active duty for one year and vill -roceed 


to stations indicated for duty: 2nd Licut. Albert 1%; 


” i 


a 


ynne Shevnherd to Maxvell 


Field, jla.; end Lieut. Frank Dugene Quindry to Sclfridse Fielc, Mich.; end 


Lieut. “cubon Columbus Hood to Lahgley Field,* Va.; 


end Lieut. Harolc Nebb 


Bowman to Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif.; 2nd Lieuts. Mills Snencor Savage 


end Elmer Richard Niller and Carl 27 Storrie, first 


named to Fort Crockett, 


Galveston, Texas, and two last named to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
end Lieut. David Robert Johnson to Marshall Field, Kansas, to June 30,1930, 
aelieved from Detai) to the Air Corns: 2nd Lieut. James V. Thompson, to 





10th Infantry, Forté Thoms, Ky.; 2nd Lieut. Paul D. 


Peery to 6th Coast Artillery, 


Fort Winfield Scott, Calif.; 2nd Lieut. Vera H. Wiseman to 3rd Infantry, Fort 


Snelling, Minn. 


designations: 2nd Licutenants Harold A. Wheaton -- Lee Francis Duncan -- 





James Douglas Curtis --~ Idward Feron Booth. 
© =--9Q00--- 


FLYGRS ARRIVES FROM PANAM) FOR BOMB 


ING MATCHSS 


The arrival at Langley Field, Va., of Army Air Corns pilots from France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, marked the second consecutive year when personne: 
from one of our Insular Possessions flew to Tangley Fie.d for the purnose of 


participating in the anminl machine sun ani nombi 
| Five Army airnen in three planes, one.a PW-° | 


ai! 


others the 0-2 Observation type, accomplished the f 


, re 


matches. 


‘ursuit ship and the two 


light without incident. it. 


Charles G. Pearcy siloted the Pursuit ship, while Licuts. J.N. Jones and Ow. 
Bushey flew one Observat:cn ship and Lieuts. 2.7. Cronau and 2.B. Davidson tne 
other one. The flight «1s accormmlished in seven days and in a total flying 


q 


time of 58 hours and 45 2imics. No effort vas made to. break any speed reccrzds, 


the long aerial journey veing sade in easy stares. 
to speed up the flight, it could have been accormli 


Had there been any reason 
shed in three days. 


The Army flyers left Frence Field, Panara Canal Zone, at 6:35 a.m., Maz 


14th, arriving at Managua, Nicararua, at 1:45 n-n. 


7:10 a.m. the following day, they arrived at Belize, 


that day. Leaving Managua at 
British Honduras, at 1.:40 


a.m. On May i6th, at 6:05 a.m., they left for Havana, arriving at .the Cuba: 


canital at 12:40 p.m. Leaving Havana at 9:05 a.n., 


the following day, they ar- 


rived at dackeoiville, Fla., at 4:50 p.m. At Jaclksonville Lieut. Pearcy Lef% 
his companions and flew to Wrisht Field, Dayton, Ohio, for the pursose of havin: 
some necessary alterations made to his »lane. The two observation ships toox 


the air again at Jacksonville at 10:00 a.m., May 18th, arriving at Maxweli Tie 


Montgomery, Ala., at 1:00 p.m. Here the planes vere inspected and serviced. ies 
favorable weather conditions delayed their devarture for Langley Field until 
7315 a.m., May 2lst. This lest leg of the Panama flight was accormlished in 9 


hours and 4C mimites. From France Field to Maxwell 
favored by e. *ellent flying weather. 


Field the Army airmen were 


The arrival of the Army planes at Belize marked the first time thai land 
planes have set their wheels down at this new Pan-American landing field. . The 
Army pilots vere also the first ones to fly from Panama to the United States 


Over this particular route. 
20% 
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HONORABLE, F. TRUBEE DAVISON RETURNS FROM INSPECTION TRIP 


Honorable F. Trunee Davidon, Assistant Secrotary of War, returned to. 
Waghington today at the termination of a 7,000 mile flight on an inspection 
cr wiv Cor s activities which commenced on May 8th. Mr. Davison visited St. 
Louis, Dallas, San Antonio, San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sacramentc, 
Salt Lake City, Omaha end Darton, where he was present during the maneuvers. 

In Sen Antonio Mr. Davison inspected the Air Corps Training Center and 
Randoloh Field, where the major training activities of the Air Corps eventual- 
ly will be estabdlished. Work is now well under way on the Field for which 
$8,500,000 already have been made available. 

At San Diego ir, Davison inspected the Pursuit Group and the Air Corps 
Depot at Rockwoll Field. At Los Angeles he looked into Air Corps affairs in 
ns National Guard and Organized Reserves. At San Diego, Los Angeles and San 

rancisco exemination was made of sites for location of the Pacific Supoly and 
Sea Depot which in the near future must be moved from Rockwdll Field. 

At Sacramento Mr. Tavison insnected Mather Field, a war-time installation 
Which is now inactive. At Salt Lake City he looked into Air Corps Reserve 
activities. 

In commenting on the maneuvers which have been in progress during the 
past two weeks in Ohio, Mr. Davison. stated: "These are the first méneuvers 
held within the United States where Air forces have boen attached to the op- 
posing armies. They havo constituted a marked success from every standpoint. 
There was developed between ground and Air troops a fine coordination which is 
essential to success in general military operations. Ground officers were af- 
forded an cy>ortunity to See the great striking power of an Air force and the 
possibility of its development. On the other hand, Air troops had an ovportun- 
ity to function smoothly with cround units. . 

"The simulated bombardment of New York City from Dayton was a significant 
feat, especially as it was accomplished : rfider extremely adverse conditions of 
fog in the region over tne Allegheny Mountains. 

"The experience gained by having two opposing Air forces was of utmost 
importance. There ensued tactical developments which may have a decided ef~ 
fect on alterations in Air tactics. 

"As a whole the equinment functioned very catisfactorily. 

"Actual staffs at reduced strength for the Blue Army, 2 Blue Corps, 6 
Blue Divisions and the staffs of the Air Corps tactical units were assembled 
to direct the movements both on the sround and ir the cir. By this method we 
have been able. to give the staff officers of all units down to and including 
divisions on the ground and squadrons in the air an excellent opvortunity to 
function in a chain of ccmmand where simulated field operations wore talking 
place. And after all it must be realized that the ovitcome of battle depends 
largely upon the proper training and functioning or a staff. 

"To represent the ground forces a very ingenious method was used in these 
exercises to represent troops by various panels on the ground, the movement 
of these panels representing actual movements over the terrain. In this way 
the Air forces observing for both forces actually cnn have opportunities to 
. pick.up and report movements to tho higher commandors. 

"A major part of the tactical units of our dir forces in the continental 
limits of the United States were assembled in Ohio. Apvoroximately. 200 planes 
of all types were flown from the four corners of the United States. By this 
concentration of our Air forces on absolute schedule, despite unfavorable 
weather conditions, an admirable domonstration was mace of the possibilities 
of our aircraft to annihilate time and space. Both the Ked and Blue armies 
had about 100 planes each to represent their Army Air Service. The Commanding 
General had the opnortunity to have under his comaand this important force for 
‘reconnaissance, for operations against the enemy and for observation frem the 
air by staff officers of the operations which»otherwise would not have deen re- 
ported to tr Commanding General until hours later. 

"The bomvers provided the Army Commander with long range artillery having 
great destructive power and reasonable dogree ‘of accuracy. 

"From a tactical view point the experience gained in these maneuvers has 
been of inestimable value in hélping to formulate a training directive for the 
Air Corps for the coming years It is regrettable that those combined: manev- 
vers cannot be held more frequently. 
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"It is extremely unfortunate that a loss of human life must be taken in 
she development of asrial tactics. But these maneuvers as they have been con- 
ducted here simulate very closely what would happen in the air in time of war. 
Tnless such a procedure is:followed progress does not take place, and without 
progress wo would not be prepared for war. ; 
"T congratutate General Nolen, General Foulois and the officers of the 
entiré command on the splendid success which has attonded this effort in the 
‘accomplishmont of a most valuable period of training in preparation for ovr. 
National Defense." : 
~---000--— 


MEDICAL MEN VISIT ROCKWELL FIELD 


On May 7th and 8th, Rockwell Field, Coronado, Cal., had thé pleasure of 
entertaining some of the delegates of the 58th.Annual Convention of the Cali- 
fornia Medical Association. <A tri-motored Fokker airplane was converted ter- 
porarily into an ambulance airplane for the visitors to inspect, and much or- 
thusiasm was showm. Major Woolford and Capt. Stanley, of Rockwell Field, gsve 
the visitors a demonstration of physical examination for flying. Major Woo.- 
ford was in charge of the Army's part in the California Medical Association 
Convention program, - 
---000--- 


NEW STUDENTS. FOR ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 
Present indications are that the class scheduled to report at the Advane- 
ed Flying School at Kelly Ficld, San Antonio, Texas, on July lst next will. 
number approximately 129 students. There are at present 67 students taking 
the basic course at the Primary Flying School at Brooks Ficld, Texas, ani 60 
taking a similar course at the Primary Flying Scnool at March Field, Riverside, 
Cal. Among the 67 students at Brooks Field.are 52 offiders who are gracuates 
of the last class at the United States Military Academy, West Point, N.7. .: 
~--000--- 


PREPARATION OF BOMBER FOR REFUELING 
By A.M. Jacobs 


In connection with thé refueling work, which was a feature of the Spring 
Maneuvers of the Air Corps, the Materiel Divisioa was directed to prepare at 
Wright Field a standard LB~7 (Keystone Bomber, equipped with twin Hornet m- 
gines) as the plane to be refueled. This was the first instance of the use of 
a Bomber for refucling in the air, the purpose being to show the feasibility of 
refueling on bombing expeditions in time of emergency, thus extending the nor- 
mal cruising range of the bombing plane. 

The standard fuel tank capacity of the LB~7 is 350 gallons. Two auxiliary 
gas tanks, giving tho plano an extra fuel capacity of 300 gallons, were instal~ 
led in the fuselage, with a three inch metal pipve line leading to them ‘rom 
a gasoline intake which was »laced in tho top of the fuselage near tho zear 
gunner's cockpit. This intake is unique, in that the tapered nozzle of the 
refueling hose from the plane above forms a close fit into the tapered zeeeiv~ 
er which has at the mouth a flexible rubber disk. By means of this posi‘ive 
connection, waste of gasoline as well as spilling over the fuselage and she man 
handling the hose is eliminated. A tight fitting stoover closes the moujh of 
the intake when refueling has been accomplished. 

The gasoline flows from the intake into a pipe extending along the «per 
left longeron of the fuselage to the auxiliary gas tals. The refueling 20se 
in the LB~7 is handled f:om the rear gunner's cockpit. Since it would be im 
possible for the flyer her.iling the hose to keep en eve also upon the refueling: 
tank within a small rounu! window of celluloid has been placed in the covering 
across the tun of the fuss.age so that signals mey be received when the tanx is 
approximatoiy full. <A standard riding light has been placed atop the fuse-age 
near the intalze for visibility in night refueling. 

A forty gallon auxiliary oil tank was installed in the front gunner's com~ 
partment under the pilot's seat and a replenishing pump provided to pump o/1 
to either or both engines. A standard gasoline wobble pump, with suitable lines 
and valves, pumps the fuel supply to the wing tanks during flight. A small in- 
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strument beard, containing an airspeed indicator and pilot's director is-in- 
stalled in the bomber's cockpit for the navigator; and the compass controlier 
placed in such position as to be easily opareted by him during flight. Drift 
lines have also been painted on the lower front glass window. Special sight 
gauges, equipped with lights so that they may be easily readible at night, 
are installed on the wing gasoline tarlcs and on the engine nacelle oil tanks, 

Messrs. C.V. Johnson and H.S. Lippman, under the advice of Lieut. Richter, 
who was a member of the team which made the original successful refueling den- 
onstrations held in California back in 1923, were the prceject engineers in 
charge of these alterations. 

Because of the air tight feature of the present refuel} ling connection which 
forces the gasoliric under pressure head of the fuel from the refueling ship 
into the taks of the refuolac ship, enginecrs have conccived the possibility of 
eliminating auxiliary tanks and wobbie pimps completely, and routing the~gaso- 
“line directly to the wing tanks. This would obviously prove a dgcisivo step 
forward in refueling operations should the scheme test out successfully. ° 

--~-000--- 


ROME TO NEW YORK NON-STOP FLIG# 


The Acting Military Attache, American Enbassy, Rome, Italy, reports that 
his office is reliably informed that the Italian R. Aeronautica is seriously 
considering the possibility of a non-stop flight from Rome to New York. Gen- 
eral Italo Balbo, ths Under Secretary of State for Air, will be the chief 
pilot. He will be assisted by a- second, nilot (nevigating officer) anda 
‘mechanic who will also tee care of the racio sets. 

The machine built for this flight is almost completed in the shdps of the 
Savoia Co. of Soste Calerde. It is a sister ship of the S-64 which flew suc- 
cessfully from Rome to Brazil in 1928. It is equipped with the Fiat A-~-22 
engine of 550 h.nv., but will have a variabie pitch netal propelier which has 
just been completed by Ing.’Marchetti. The gasoline tanks of this plano have 
an aggregate capacity of 4,000 liters, which insures approximately 80 hours 
endurance. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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Langley Field, Va., May 10th: 
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19th Airshiv Company - Lt. M.B. McHugo: On the 23d of April, et 9:00 P.M., 
a Free Balloon with lst Lieuts. R.P. Williams, pilot, and L.F. Young, aide, 
took off,.on a night training flight. The balloon landed at 11:30 P.M. at Locust 
Hill, Va., where Lieut. Young got out. Lieut. Williams took off again and land- 
ed at Cowart, Va., at 1:40 A.M. Lieut. Williams is attached to this organizae 
tion for flying duty. 

lst Lieut. U.G. Ent and a detail of ten men from this organization left 
the Field last Friday for Pittsburgh, Pa., Licut. Ent participated in the Na- 
tional Balloon Race held on May 4th. While in Pittstorgh the men were the 
guests of the Chamber of Commerce of that city. Lieut. Ent was entered in the 
races last year as aide to Lieut. Evert, but a short while after taking off 
their craft was destroyed when attuck’ ty lightning and Lieut. Evert’ was killed. 

An observation Balloon for work in connection with the Coast Artillery was 
inflated at Fort Monroe. So far no flights have been made due to high winds 
and rain. 

The 19th Baseball Team defeated the Air Corps Tactical School Detachment 
w the score of 6 to 2. The game was well played throughout. For eight inn- 

gs the 19th completely outclassed their foremost rivals for Post Honors, but — 

in the 9th inning the Air Corps Tactical School ¢ame back strong and scored 
their only two runs of the game on two:hits and an error. Up to this time the 
Air Corps Tactical School had garnered only one’ scratch hit off Shaver, 19th 
Mound. Star. Foster, pitching for the Air Corps Tactical School, was touched up 
for ten safetics. The hitting of Tyrrell and Harper, Shaver's pitching and the 
defensive play of the 19th featured the battle. 





end Bombardment (i: Group - Lieut. W.C. Bentley: After several weeks of en- 
forced idleness, the majority of the LB-SA's of the 2nd Bombardment Group are 
back in commission with heavy duty Lybertys installed in place of those with 
the lighter crankshafts. 

Record bombinz has been almost completed with Lieut. A.H. Johnson leading 
for place on the tcam to represent the Group in the Anmal Bombing Matches. 
Lieut. A.J. Kerwin Malone holds second place and Lieut. Donald Buckman third. 
Eighteen members of the Group qualified as expert bomber. 

Lieut. H.J. Zimmerman washed out an LB-5A while transporting sunplies to ~ 
Byrd Field. The ship crashed in wieiroan of the Post Theatre. Luckily, no one — 
was hurt. 

During the Flexible Machine Gun firing, the 96tin Bombardment Squadron 
qualified the following: one expert, three sharpshooters and ten marksmen, 
which was a relatively high percentage in conparison “om the other squadrons 
of the group. 

Cross-country trips for the members of the Group are among : ieee hazy 
things dreamed of but seldom realized. With over sixty officers in the Group 
to use two 0-ll's, two PT's and a C-I-C, we ant; indeed, in luck if we get 
beyond the mud flats of Hampton. 








Rockwell Field, Coronado, Cal.. May 2ist 


Lieut.-Col. F.L. Behr, I.¢.D., Corps Area Inspector, of the Ninth Corns 
Area, arrived at Rockwell Field, May 14th,for purpose of making Annual General 
Inspection and Survey of the Rockwell Air Depot and Rockwell Field. The In~ 
spector remained at Rockwell Field, until May 17th. 

Col. William G. Gambrill, Q.M.C., Corps Area Inspector, of the Ninth Corp: 
Area, arrived at Rockwoll Piel, May 17a, ‘to inspect the Quartermaster Activ- 
ities and installations. | 

Lieut. C.E. Thomas, Jr., Rockwell Air Depot, was transferred to the San 
Antonio Air Devot, leaving this station, May 6th. While at the Rockwell ‘Air 
Depot only a short time, Tienut. Thomas became very popular, and it is with re- 
gret that the Devot secs him go to his new post. 

Major Carl Spatz, A.C., reported for: duty at Rockwell Field, May 6th, and 
assumed command of the Tactical Organization at the Field. 
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War Department orders were received at Rockwell Field assigning Capt. Miles 
W. Kresge, Ordnance Department, to this station for duty. 

Rockwell Field is also in receipt of orders assigning lst Lieut. Robert E. 
Selff, Air Corps, to this post for duty. 

Capt. Stanley C. Smock, Veterinary Corps, arrived at Rockwell Field, May 
8th, for purpose of inspecting public animals. 

Maj. J.H. Houghton, A.C., Chief Engineer Officer of the Rockwell Air Depot, 
received War Department orders assigning him. to duty at the Middletown Air 
Depot. He will leave this station sometime in June for his new post. 

Col. C.C. Culver, 4.C., was a recent visitor at Rockwell Field, arriving by 
airplane from Langley Field, Va. After having the engine changed in his plane, 
he proceeded to Clover Field. The purpose of Col. Culver's visit was to observe 
methods of conducting aviation operations not only at Rockwell Field but at all 
Army flying fields included in-his itinerary. 

War Department orders were received transferring 2nd Lieut. H.C. Lichten- 
berger, A.C., llth Bombardment Squadron, to Chanute Field, Rantoul, Ill., for: 
duty as student in course of instruction in maintenance engineering. 2nd Lieut. 
J.S.Stowell, A.C., 7th Bombardment Group, also received orders transferring him 
to Chanute Field as student in course of instruction in aerial photography. 

Lieut. C.P.Kane, A.C., Depot Supply Officer, gave a talk before the Re- 
serve Officers! Association at a luncheon held recently in San Diego. The mili- 
tary status of Japan, gleamed during Lieut. Kane's tour of duty in that country, 
was the subject of his talk. 

Major D.B. Netherwood, Chief of the Finance Section, Office of. the Chief of 
the Air Corps, arrived at Rockwell Field, May 16th.. While here Maj. Netherwood 
made an inspection of the proposed Army Air Depot site et the south end of the 
bay at Chula Vista. He was the guest of the Aviation Committce of the San. Diego 
Chamber of Commerce at a luncheon held at the Cuyamaca Club, San Diego. ; 

The civilian employces of the Rockwell Air Depot held their Second Annual 
Picnic.at El Monte Park, Calif., on May 17th. Approximately 600 employees,. ‘in- 
cluding their families and friends, turned out to enjoy the program of field 
events, entertainment, dencing and Barbecue Supper prepsred by the committee. 

A most enjoyable time was had by all present, most every one staying until the | 
end of the dey's program. All are looking forward to next year's picnic. 


March Field, Riverside, Cal., May llth 





lst Licut. Frederick Y.E. Kimble, A.C. who has been Commandant of the Fly- 
ing Cadet Detachment at March Field since the recjening two years ago, left -here 
today on the Union Pacific for Washington, D.C., to assume duties in the office 
of Assistant Secretary. of War Hurley. Lieut. and Mrs. Kimble will make their 
home in Washington. ~ a 

The nature of his duties in the Assistant Secretary's office is unknown to 
the Lieutenant now, his.only directions teing the instructions received some 
time ago to report there, May 15th. 

Lieut. Kimble has gvided every March Field class of cadets through the 
course here since the ovening of the post as a school. He has endeared himself 
to his cadets and the field personnel in general, not to mention Riversiders 

with whom he has come in contact, by his friendliress and genial disposition. 
Regrets have been expressed by his frieucds here over the popular officer's 
transfer, but they realize that the appointment is a distinct promotion and one 
that recognizes his abiiity. Lieut. Kimble was gaid by friends to be reluctant 
to leave Riverside and has expressed the hope that he may return some time. 

The cadet commandant expressed a touching farewell to his budding pilots 
Wednesday. They flew in a final formation for him and after they landed he - 
gave a short talk, urging them to give to his s:ccessor the same devotion as 
students as they had accorded him, and thanke.. them for their cooperation. 

As he concluded his farewell, one of the unver clasemen presented him: with 
a traveling s + on behalf of the cadets. 

The assigument of lst Lieut. James. M. Devaew, AC. to the command of ‘the 
flying cadet detachment of March Field, succecding lst Lieut. Frederick V.H. 
ig A.C., ordered to Washington, Was made inte yosterday by Post Command- 

r Millard F. Harmon. , 

Lieut. Bevans, although siceicnatediioaser young, has proven himself a capable 
instructor during his period of duty at. March Field. He was transferred here. 
last year from tho instructor's school’?at San Antcnio, Texas. Prior to that 
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time he Was stetioned at Marshall Field, Fort Riloy, Konsas 

The new comnandant is the son of Col. J.L. Bevans, retired army officer, 
residing in Thorasville, Ga. ‘His training extended over a period of ten years. 
He is a Princeton graduate, and has a year of Military Academy instruction. 

Lieut. Bevans was commissioned a lst Lieutenant of the Field Artillery in 
1921, and transferred to the Air Service in 1925. In that year he reported for 
flying instruction at Brooks and Kelly Fields, San Antonio. He was transferred 
to the Air Corps on Oct. 4, 1927, and has been on duty at March Field since that 


‘time. 


The officer's military wedding to Lorna Downs Morgan, daughter of a promi- 
ment Riverside family, was ono of the outatenting social ovents of the early 
spring here. 

In the new position of Commandant of Cadets, Licut. Bovans will have a~<* 
great deal to do with carrying out the flying and academic instruction course 
given the students in the March Field School. More than 125 former college stu- 
dents now are enrolled in the two classes, ono of which is scheduled to complcte 
its primary training here in the latter part of June and go to Kelly Ficld for 
the advanced instruction. Another group will entor the school at that time. 

Lieut. Bevans is well liked throughout the post personnel and through his 
contact with the cadets as instructor is acquainted with both classes ovor which 
he now will have supervision. 

Liout.-Col. F.J. Behr, Inspector General's Lingeeetneiite, Ninth Corps Area, 
Presidio of San Francisco, arrived at March Field, Friday, May 3d, for the annual 
inspection, and departed on the 8th. 


San Antonio Air Devot, Tuncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, May 1éth 





Lieut .-Col. Cumrings, Air Corns Reserve, of Denver, Colo., on active duty 
at Headquarters EBichth Corps Area, was an informal visitor at this Depot, Avril 
25th, viewinz the Devot's activities. 

Capt. Otto G. Trunk, dir Corns Station Supply Officer of this Depot, and 
Mr. C..\. Knowlton, Sr , and Mr. Louis E. Witt, of tho Station Supply Department 
of the Depot, were on temorary duty for a veriod of two wecks from April 26th 
at Wricht Field for the purpose of studying the operation of the new machine 
bookkeeping s:stom instclled at that station, in connection with the contem- 
plated installation of that system at this Depot. 

A group of about thirty cadets, in charge of Mr. A.L. Harris, of the Pea- 
cock Military Academy of San Antonio, visited the Depot on May 4th, and in- 
spected the numerous activities of the Depot Engineering Shops. 

On Mayr 6th the Depot had the pleasure of an informal visit from Licut.- 
Col. C.c.Culver, A.C., who stopped over here for minor repairs to the cngino of 


' his Douglas 0-2, on his cross-country from Langley Field to San Diego, Cal. 


Lieut. Kenneth C. Brown, Air Corps Reserve, on active duty with the 918 
Obvservation Squadron at Crissy Ficld, Cal., was a visitor at this Depot May 4-6, 
to obtain and ferry to Crissy Ficld a PT-1l. 

On May 8th this dopot wolcomed tho arrival from the Rockwell Air Depot, 
Rockwell Field, Cal., of Lieut. and Mrs. Charles E. Thomas, Jr. 

During the month of April the Engineerine Department of the Depot over- 
hauled and repaired the-following airplanes and engines:- 6 DH-4M-1, 2 DH-4M-1T, 
1 DH-4M-2P, 9 DH-4M-2T, 7 PT-1, 1 PT-3, 1 02-C, 1 02-H, 1 P1-D, 1 C-1, Total 
30 Airplanes; and 17 Curtiss D-12, 11 Wright-.F, 5 Vrisht J-5, Total 33 Engincs. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, Felis Jordi lst 





The last six months of the. past year saw the 4th Composite Group in 3158.06 
aircraft hours and 6980.20 man hovrs. It is to be exoected that the first half 
of 1929 will see this time exceeded quite eporeciably. 

66th Service Squadron, Air Corps,~ Cant. George L. Usher, commanding offi- 





cer of the Squadron, left, March 16th, for — John Hay, Mountain Province, P. 
I., on detached service. 

lst Lieut. Earl S. Hoag departed on lente of absence, March Ist, same to 
be spent in China and Japan. © 
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Staff Set. Leighton S. MeDonald, dis tai hte Feb. 27th, es oe 
followins day. Pre » >? 

F1li:; hy ASM... end Coservat tion. Sgan.,A.0. "Short Timers"! are. ‘Bounding’ off. 
There &4re Six.nag2y men in PTi* ht."B" who, after spetiding two long. years. inthe 
Islands, are packing their’ “war bags" in readiness to make the:-transport. ‘The: 
"Grant" Su1ls insoa the Sd of ‘April and leaves on the “l0th. The. lucky men from 
the Flight are: St. Sati Jit. “Meyers - See: He png ena Dickerman, Church, - 
Rhoads and Smithes. <2 oo 

On March aad,’ an aerial review was held, all the planes going eats their 
mancuvers without a mishap. 

Lieut. lowland; who ‘has, daen Flight NBM. hen ations Officer for some. time, 
was made Group. .Operations Officor. Lieut. Goodrich will take up the duties: of 
tho Plisht nerations. ; 9? 

e8th Eombavdment Sauadron,A.C. — of sianaals for two. diuiies with: aes. 
mission to trvol in-Jhina“and Japan.was granted Capt. Arthur W. Brock, Jr.; > ff 
A.C. During the abdsance of Cant. Brock, lst Lieut. Jams L. rhe Seek com : 
mand the Sqvadron. Lite . 

On April. lst ‘the. squadron and the cab will’lose one of, its most: owaliay 
officers in the: person of lst Lieut. Orvil: A. Anderson, when he. will be: trans- ° 
ferred to the 3 rd: Pursuit Squadron, Clark Field,’ iting. 2 Stotsenburg. Lieut. An-_ 
derson isa. golfer of no- mean ability, and his los 8 to the ost golf team will 

be keenly i ae , fae ki 

Fvt. Faward F. Walsh was disch arsed: by purchase on Merch. ‘Is st. . Ke accopted © 
seliaelti didi ini MacLéod*and ‘Co., Manila. Tho well wishes of the Squadron ac- 
comany him on his new duties. . Jace Ne viet eee 

Joaduunarters, 4th Composite Group; A.C. Headquarters just finished a very 
successful scoson on ‘the target’ rangé, qualifying twolvo pistol experts, ton: 
Shacpshooters and four marksmen. Five.mon-who ‘fired did not, qualify.” ou 

Pvts. Robbins:and Leche’ ate leaying on the April transport. ee. 
has been .in the Philingines for thirtcen years. - 

On Fev. 27, Set. Dol? iver and Pvt. Barer made a 2000 £t. premeditated” 
live parachute jum savings a Mart in Bomber et Clerk Field. They both apy recat f 
again", unless in case of emergency. i f 

According toa the old Arny custom.of observing Org genization Day; this organ: 
ization was..granted a-holiday on March 23d, for that purvose.. Althouch:' April” 
8th is the tqusdron*s virthday;, this date cones during the rainy season and’. 
last year was not odserved for that. reason.:However; every member ofthe: Squad- 
ron concurs. in the opiiion that. this.yosr’ s cele tration was sut ficient to honor 
the organization for both years... . 

At seven-thirtyr in the mornings, ies Squasrou: left Camp Wichols, snl jour-— 
neyed by motor. bus about thirty miles.north to Montalbon. After arrival, the 
men enjoyed the morning’ by climbing-the steep cliffs of the Montal ton mountains, 
visiting bat caves and rolling large st ones dewn the mountain sides. - Fortunate- 
ly no bones were broken or siulls cracked, with .the probable ex cception of Pvt. — 
Hrire Zadian, who came in conflict with a mmge. | boulder, the boulder coming’ out 
on top (of the great toe). RRA ae. 

At about the-same time that the - men returned. from the’ bat caves, the moss 
sergeant ar rived with a truck loaded with- cuow, cigars, cigarettes. and, refresh- 
ing drinks, such as will qvench the thirst after a stiff mountain climb, A. 
variety of sandwiches end drinks wero served during the entire day.. | 

All these who could swim and some.who could not, enjoved the cool waters 
of the Montalbon River. “A demonstration in tho art of life-soving- Was pre- 
sented by PFC . Rankin M. Palmer, who imporsonated the life: f#uard and Pvt. Fine 
James Kerr, who took the vart of the frail. From the way Paliner ee 
is evident that he has had previous experience. . ; 

At six o'clock,: ice ‘Crean, fried chicken and refreshing dvtiniss, were bervedy 
and shortly thereafter the pe arty left for Canp Nichols. Various songs: were: 
sung, but no one seemed to kmow "How bry. I .Am". ‘Howover, "swoct ‘Adeline" seome: 


to be much favored. - ri Res yt wks a 


‘ 














Clark Field, Parana, P.I., Aoril 2nd 





With the approech of the time for record aerial.gurmery, all officers are 
firing and bombing daily. The Squadron has quite a mark to shoot at consider- 
ing the average of &89.18 made by it last year. Hopes of attaining or even 
surpassing this record are running high. 

oe A V~5897,A.C. 


the 
he ' 
rom 


heir 


ir: 


ads 
ior 


ns, 
te- 


ut 


he 


i rates ae, 


Paty 
san : 








‘The Squadron has lost two of its officers, Capt. Benj. F. Giles and"Char- 
lie" Steinmetz, by transfer to Camp Nichols. We all regret their departure 
and wish then the hest of lvck at their new station, 

At the showing of "Laugh Clown Laugh", a new artist, Pvt. Morris Finkel- 
stein appeared in person, with the song titled after the movie. The song which 
was quite a hit, had in its rendition many variations which made it quite uns 
ique. F 
Extonsions of foreign service tours at Clark Field seem all tho rage. Two 
additions were made tris month to our list of "old timers" in lst Sgt. William 
‘L. Jones and our Mess Set. Henry: Mitchell. 

On March 6th the Squadron participated in a Group Maneuver. A simulated 
attack was made on a flect off Lingayen, consisting of two licht cruisers, one 
destroyer division and one submarine division. 

O>rportunities for recreaticn at Clark Field are many and varied such as 


“Equitation, swimming, movies, “Angoles" and Bowling. 


‘Mitchel Field, L.I., N.¥., May 13th 





Working until late Seturday aftcrnoon on May 4th, the organizations at 
this station comoleted the asrial gunnery and bombing practice which began 
ere on March 22nd. Bad weather vrevailed throughout Avril, seriously hemper- 


“ing he smooth routine cf our work on the ranges. Hizh winds across the 


ground tarcet line, makinz a good score immossible, were just as serious to 
us as heavy rains.. Nevertheless, twenty-cight »ilot's "A" and three observer's 


_"A" courses were completed during this seacon. 


Of the »ilots firing the course, two qualified as Exnerts, six as Sharp- 
shooters and five as Marksmen. Hich score was made by Licut. Budd J. Peaslee 
with a score of 807.2; and high scores in the three phases of the vractice 
Were: made by Lieut. Peaslee on ground tergets, with a score of 734.3 Licut. 
Charles B. Overacker on towed targets, 1243 and Lieut.Roland 0.S. Akre on low 
altitude bombing, 135. 

It is noted that War Denartment Circular 22 changes the target vear from 
the calendar vear to: the fiscal vear. This is quite fortunate for us: at this 
station, as we.hope to nold our annual gunnery practice hereafter in the fall 
of the vear and can start our practice again. sometime tris September, shoot- 
ing undor better weather conditions than we usually have here in the spring. 


Frence Field, Panama Cenal Zone, May 21st 





Letters of commendation were received from the Commanding Gencral, Paname 
Canal Devertment for Capt. A.B. Jones, Liout. C.H. Howard(Bombing Team); Its. 
J.P. Bailey and 0.7. Bushey (Observation Team); and Lt. C.G. Pearcy, Pursuit Pi- 
lot, the winners of the Department Commanders Gunnery and Bombing Competition. 
In the letters received, General Craig made the following remark: "The distinc- 
tion attained by vou is a very enviable one and evidences upon your part, hard 
conscientious oe efficacious work. 

Lieuts. Busher, Croneau, Davidson, Penre:y and John N. Jones left France 
Field via poe ene (2 02-h's and 1 PW-C9) on May 13th for Langley Field Va.. 
to participate in tho An:mal Netional Bombing and Machine Gun Maiches. 

It is with regret ticv we announce the departure of Cant. Arthur E. Simorn- 
in, Lieuts. Burton F. Lew’s. Charles H. Howard and Harrison Crocker, for re- 
assignment to Mitchel Field, Crissy Field, Rockwell Field and Wright Fielc, 
respectively, and we wish them a pleasant tour at their new stations. 

Many of the officers and men have been taking advantage of the good huntm 
and: fishing during the vast month. One varty wont up to the Alejuella Dam 
site. and in four days bagged several wild hog, doer, canajo, mickey and tur- 
key. Another party went to Progresso and came back with evidence of the ex- 
cellent hunting up there. The fishermen had the best luck, as most or the 
parties war to Perlas Islands, the place’known all over the world as the 
fisherman's paradise. One party, away two days, brought back enough fish 
(mackerel) to feed one squadron and cll of tho frmilies on the post. The 
catch was estimated at 350 lbs. ? 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, May 25th 





During the past month the present class at the Advanced Flying School has 
a #15 - sata A.C. 




















yeen verforming a numbcr of cross-country flights and considerable night fly- 
ing. All specialized sections have made daylight cross-countries to the fol- 
Lowinzg point$:..Galveston,. Laredo, Fagle Pass, El Paso, Austin, Waco, Dallas, 

Corsicana; and return nicht flights have been made from such points as Talilas 
and Austin. At the present time the Observation Section is at El Paso, from 
which place the Attack Section recently returned. The comtemplated schedole - 
will give this class of students a troader experience in all types of crogs-~ 
country than has: been given any class in some time. It is noted that vory fey 
accidents have occurred on these many trips. 

Lieut. H.W. Pennington reported at this station on May 8th from Fort Crock. 
ett. He has“becn assigned to duty with the 42d Squadron. 

Due to the shortage of bombardment airplanes it was necessary for the 
Bombardment. Section to borrow other types of planes from the other specialized 
sections in order to complete its allotted quota of time and to perform its 
cross-country work. It was reported that the L3B-5 type of bomber has been giv- 
ing considerable trouble with the landing gear. Out of the six bombers ailctt- 
ed to this station sericus failures were noted in three of them, whereupon ‘he 
remaining three were put out of: commission and serviceable parts used to re- 
Pair remaining airplanes. <A new difficulty devoloped in the tail sections cf 
these planes and for a time all Bombardment airplanes on this field were ou‘ 
of commission. During this period-Bomberdment training as a unit was, of nec~ 
essity, abandoned and the Bombardment students went to other sections for their 
flying. At present, the section has four airplanes in commission to handle 
a class of 18 students. 

During the vast month there were the usual number of cross-country flights 
to various points within the 500-mile zone. Aside from this, Major Tinker made 
a trip from Kelly Field through Ft. Sill and Ft. Rilev to Ft. Leavenworth, 
and return. Lieuts. Wevland, — Prudhomme and Boyden ferried O02-K air~ 
planes from Santa Monica, Cal., to Brooks Field. At present Capt. Wright is 
at Santa Monica for the same purpose and Capt. H.H. George is leaving on May 
e4th to bring back a sixth plane. 

Nine planes from this field recently visited Corsicana, Texas, to attend 
an airport opening at that‘place. Corsicana has provided an excellent field 
and splendid accomzodations and about 70 planes attended the opening. A gocd 
time was renorted by ail. 7 

Under the Girection of Lieut. S.T.Srith, the Athletic Cffi¢er, an excel- 
lent schedule of baseball has been provic:3 for the Keily Field league. The 
schedule includes 21 games apiece for eacu of the 8 teams represented in the 
league. So far each team has played 5 games, ntiany of which were very close; 
and the standing to date is as follows: 


Teams Won lost _% 
aend 5 0 1000 
azrd 4 1. 800 
6eth 3 2 600 
40th 3 2 600 
10th 2 3 400 
39th 1 4 200 
lst 1 4 200 
48th 1 4 200 


The different teams have manifested great interest. Each game was at- 
tended by large enthusiastic crowds and there is a considerable amount of cone 
jecture as to the ultimate outcome of the series. 

For the past four years Capt. H.H. George devoted considerable time and 
energy to. keeping polo activity in the Air Corps Training Center alive, and 
it must have been with considerable gratification that he reviewed the results 
of the recent invitation tournament played at Houston, Texas. The team sbip- 
ped its ponies,.20 in number, to Houston, and during the tournament, whica 
lasted for 71 days, the team played a total of seven games. During the early 
' stages of ti.> tournament the’ team consisted of Capt. George, Lieuts. Beverly, 
Craw, Sims and Van Meter. Later in the tournament Lieuts. Beale and Brom, 
who @re students at Brooks Field, were allowed to play, with. the result that 
we were able to defeat our old rivals ~ Fort Sam Houston - for the first time 
in two years. The final team was composed of Capt. George, 1 goal;. Lieut. 
Craw, 3 goals; Lieut. Peale, 2 goals; and Lieut. Brow 1 handicap. . In several 
games it was necessary to give strong, well mounted civilian teams a handicap 
_ of as high as 3 goals, and two games ran into extra periods. In the champion- 
‘ ship game against Dallas the civilian team was conceded a 3 goal handicap and 
managed to defeat the Air Corps Training Center team by 1 goal and an extra 
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‘eriod. It was found that the pony factor had considerable to do with the ul- 
timate results of several of the sames and only through hard »laving and team 
wor were the Air Coms >lavers able to overcome this handicap. 

The flying cadcts have devoted their attention during the summer months 
to such sports as tennis, golf, swimming and riding. The golf team, composed 
entirely of cadets, has been making a very creditable showing in civilian play 
on the various courses around San Antonio. The cadets have challenged officer 
teams in golf, tennis and swimming, and promise to make an excellent showing 
against thom. Considering the amount of work the cadets are doing at present 
and the limited amount of equipment, the interest and activity shown has res 
ceived very favoradle comment from diffcrent sources throughout the fiold and 
in San Antonio. 

Lieut. Edward F. Pooth left on leave on May 4th. He submittod his rosig- 
nation to take effect June 1, 1929, and has accepted a position with the Pan- 
American Airways at Cristobal, Panama. 

Lieut. E.D. Perrin, having completed a tour of foreign duty in the Phil- 
ipoines, arrived for duty at Kelly Ficld. 
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